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Kindergarten Reading at PS 11

Introduction to Reading Workshop:
 Instructional strategies that target each child’s
individual needs
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What is Reading Workshop?
   P.S. 11 uses a researched based reading and writing curriculum developed by

Teachers College Reading and Writing Project at Columbia University.  

   Students gain a love of reading and appreciation of books through daily
Reading Workshop.  During this time, students learn the features of books,
concepts of print, decoding, and comprehension skills to help them become
successful, lifelong readers.

 

 

 

   

   

A typical Reading Workshop looks like this:
•Shared Reading
•Minilesson with Active Engagement (5-10 minutes)
•Independent Reading (10-25 minutes)
•Partner Reading (10-20 minutes)
•Share (5 minutes)
•Read Aloud
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Shared Reading
• Variety of targeted activities to meet the needs of students in each

individual class  
• Change across the year
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Interactive Mini-Lesson
• I do.  You do!   Modeling and Active Engagement
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Independent Reading vs. Partner
Reading

“Back to Back”

“Hip to Hip”

Book Trays, Book Shopping,
Just Right Books and Reading Routines
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Guided Reading Groups, Strategy
Groups and Conferences, Oh my!

● Through small groups or conferences the teacher is able to best meet
your child at his or her individual level and to address his or her
specific needs.

● Groups are formed using data collected by the teacher.

● Structure and Purpose of a Guided Reading Group or Strategy Group

● Structure and Purpose of Conferences (partner and individual)

   Reading routines may be created to meet the                        needs of
individual learners.
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Why We Assess

● Teachers use many forms of assessment to ensure that they are
constantly aware of where your child is performing and how they can
best push them to become successful

 

● This helps us to identify your child’s strengths and needs and plan
appropriate instruction to push them to the next level
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Decoding vs. Reading

● Reading is the process of making meaning of written text

● Word callers often focus so much on letters and decoding that they
are unable to fully comprehend the text (therefore, they are not
actually “reading”).

● In order to really be able to read higher level texts, students must
clearly be able to identify plot, setting, key characters, complex
themes, character relationships, etc and talk confidently about their
books.  

 

Each time we read a book, we can read with a different lens.  Students
can focus on fluency, building confidence, comprehension and print
strategies.
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Benchmarks Across the Year
● Reading Levels

 

 

 
● Letter Identification/ Sounds
● By January, students should be able to identify all upper and lowercase

letters and most corresponding sounds for consonants
● By March, students should know all corresponding letter sounds
● By June, students should be consistently transferring this knowledge into

their writing
 

● Sight Words
● By January, students should be able to identify 20 sight words
● By June, students should be able to identify 35 sight words and begin to

spell them independently

November January March May/June

Emergent Story Books
Shared Reading

1 = Emergent/Level A
2 = B with support
3 = B independently
4 = C or above

1 = Early Emergent
2 = A/B (with book intro)
3 = C (with book intro)
4 = D/E

1 = B or below
2 = C (with book intro)
3 = D/E
4 = F or above
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Star Books

Skills/Strategies

• Uses the pictures to tell the story

• Identifies characters and their
feelings

• Develops vocabulary

• Understands that books tell a
story

• Begins to understand how
language sounds when written

• Uses character voice when
reading
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Levels A/B
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Level C
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Level  D
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Level E
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Level F



 



 

Levels G-I
Although the end of year benchmark for Kindergarten is D/E, your child may surpass
that level earlier and may be reading up to level J/K books this year.



 
Levels J-K
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Supporting Your Child at Home
● Read every night—”Just Right” books and storybooks

● Practice reading sight words

● Work with your child on comprehending what they have read

● Coach your child to use “word tackling strategies”  

● Read everything you see!

Comprehension Questions to Ask
 

•Look at the cover and predict.

•What might this book be about?

•What happened in the story?

•Who are the characters in the story?

•How did this story make you feel?

•What was your favorite/least favorite part?
Why?

•Who was your favorite character?  Why?


